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314 Reviews of Boohs m. v. h. e. 

did is set forth in the most favorable light. The explanation of his de- 
lay in declaring his position at the outbreak of the Civil War is sug- 
gestive but not entirely satisfying. The controversy between Generals 
Logan and Sherman is treated at some length and the letters which 
passed between them at the final reconciliation are published. Other 
matters of interest touched upon are the organization of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and the Chicago fire. As is usual in reminis- 
cences, the book contains many inaccurate statements, and Mrs. Logan's 
judgments upon men and measures are based on sympathy and personal 
factors rather than on investigation. The critical student of history 
will find the book helpful, however, in enabling him to understand the 
spirit of the times with which it deals. 

Solon J. Buck 

History of the Bepuilican Party in Illinois, 1854-1912. With a Review 
of the Aggressions of the Slave Power. By Charles A. Church, 
member of the staff of Register-Gazette. (Rockford, Illinois 
[1912]. 248 p.) 
To term this intensely partisan manual a "History" is an insult to 
Clio. The first three chapters sketch the controversies over slavery to 
1856. That deep-dyed villain the "Slave-Power" stalks through the 
pages, triumphs in the annexation of Texas, but overreaches himself in 
the Kansas-Nebraska act; and then the "progress of righteousness" be- 
gins. The remainder of the book contains a lifeless outline of cam- 
paigns and elections, padded with the names of candidates, delegates to 
conventions, and officeholders, much of which is copied almost verbatim 
from Moses, Illinois, Historical and Statistical. Fulsome biographical 
sketches of Republican worthies are interspersed — and all the Repub- 
lican leaders are worthies. The events of the Lorimer scandal are told 
without comment other than to dwell upon the fact that "Mr. Lorimer 's 
private life was conceded, even by his enemies, to be above reproach." 
This was before the failure of the La Salle Street bank, of course. The 
futility of the organization of the Progressive party is emphasized in 
the final chapter by the statement that : ' ' The Republican party is pro- 
gressive. From the beginning it has stood for the highest ideals in rep- 
resentative government. Its leaders have been constructive statesmen 
who incarnated these ideals in institutions and laws." Such sweeping 
assertions are not history and should be confined to stump speeches or 
the Congressional Record. 

Solon J. Buck 

Forty Years of It. By Brand Whitlock. (New York and London: D. 
Appleton and Company, 1914. xii, 374 p. $1.50 net) 
This autobiography of Brand Whitlock, though "dressed up" to meet 



